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Broaks (framt) and Mike Foorwell work on o Del. 1 bricge on
E‘:;;m“.‘ﬂtmﬂi wha had worked on the project since iis begin-
hack from refirement to belp with the last phase.

Last work
enDel.1
nears ent

Final section to be connected
to highway by Memonal Day
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Pel. 1's final stage
should be ready for mo-
torists just in time for sum-
et baach traflic,

Weather permitting, the
final leg of the state's
blggest and most expensive
canstrustion prajast
should be completed by
Memorinl Day for bees than
s estimated £61.7 million
cost, Transportation Secre-
tary Nathan Hayward I
gakd. The only major work
remaining on the project is
finishing sections connect-
Ing It to the existing high-
wax From start to finish,
el 1 cost the state about
51.3billiom.

Alter the expressway
opens, traffic will snarl at
times during nal work an
the tie-ins north of Smyrea
aud south of Odessa, Del-
DOT spekesman Michael
Williams said That work
should be completed by
midsiimimar. ho said.

along with the connec-
tors, crews will work on
goctions of ULS 13 that were
realigned to areormmaodans
the project. That work
ahaild he done bar mid-Sep-
fember, but what the vast
majority of motorists will
notice are the hassles that
g0 with finishlng the con-
nectors

"It's probatly the tricki-
&5t part of the whobe proj-
ect, mainly becaose this is
the last section (o bE
opened,” Willlams said
“Thers will be some peri-
ods where we have a lane
closed, and thai will creacs
headnches,”
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Tha bt e FRED COMESYE
Craws on the new leg of Del.
1 ware working on the lasl
500 yards of pavingWednes-
day before a snow braak,

T stay on scha
tractors will be working as

the winter, said David
Db, D ITHOT project man-
ager. Before [ast week's
enow put & emporary stop
tn work, crews were busy
proparing the highway's
median strips for sedding, 22
dr_\.inl nﬁpilhﬂﬁt‘l.' ok fnd °
fts final section of concrete
to he poured and other

h:
finishing touches. Among the

Iatter wae drainags work thm
found Elder Brooks of Chesa-
peake Beach, Md., in a basket at
an averpass sbove U.5. 13 in-
stalling drainplpes.

Brooks, &8 i5-yesr construc
tion woarker, has worked on the
Dl 1 project since its start.

“I"ver beenn dolng this job fes
25 rears and retired once, but
they called me back to seq if 1
eotild halp with this last part.”
Brooks eaid. “Fve snjoyed it, tnit
I'll be glad when this is over b
camge ["m planning on cetiring
again =0 [ can spend some mare
thre with my famile ™

When the project is done, me-
torists will be able ta drive on an
expressway from Intersiaie 5 in
the north to Del. § just below
Diover Alr Force Base in the
south. Work on tha final 7 Tomils
stretch of the superhighway be-
twean Odezca and Smyrnn
gtasied in 2001

While there will be awute-
mated ioll stations at inter-
changes, Harward said thens
wid be no new toll plazns alorg
the final stretch of the road.
And Willlarms said there will be
no toll incresios once the work
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Del. 1 was designed
to allow summertime * 1
beach travelers to avoid *®
hottlenecks, but it has
also become a major
commuler highway.

signed to allow summertime
beach travelers to maneuver
around bottlenecke in New Cas-
tie and Kent counties, but it has
becomea majer commuter high-
Wy as Wil

The road has spawned new
development within easy driv-
ing distance af its on- and off-
ramips, Hagrward said.

TrafMe at the Riddles Corner
toll plaza has increased steadily
since it opened three years ago
without & corresponding In-
crease at it two Dovaer toll
plazas, he sald.

“It'e doing abeut what we
thought It would do,” Fryward
said. “Mast of [the wear-round
trafflc] is coming up from south-
ern New Casztle County and
Eent County heading to -85 and
Wilmington.”

mdeach Patrick lackesen of B7B-4274 or
pjiskrmniFdplawaroonline. com.



